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AlohaChairMartin andmembersoftheHonolulu City Council,

TheCoalitionfor aTobacco-FreeHawaii (Coalition)stronglysupportsBill 28, CD 2. TheCoalitionfor
aTobaccoFreeHawaii (Coalition) is an independentorganizationin Hawai’i who works to reduce
tobaccousethrougheducation,policy andadvocacy.Our organizationis anonprofitorganizationwith
over 100 memberorganizationsand2,000advocatesthatwork to createahealthyHawaii through
comprehensivetobaccopreventionandcontrolefforts.

TheCoalitionappreciatesthereferenceto the definitionof“public place”asdefinedby Section29-1.1

Thedangersofsmokingandsecondhandsmokearewell-known. TheU.S. SurgeonGeneral,in 2010,
notesthatany levelof exposureto secondhandsmokeis dangerousandcanbeharmful. Busstopsoften
attractlargenumbersofpeople,andcommutershavelimited opportunitiesto avoidsecondhandsmoke
in theseareas.Manyfamilies,elderlypeople,andpeoplewith disabilitiesuseTheBusfor theirregular
transportation, putting themat risk ofexposureto secondhandsmoke.TheBusseesover236,000trips
on weekdays.’

Growingscientific evidenceshowsthatsecondhandsmokehasaharmfuleffecton air quality in some
outdoorsettings.Studieshaveshownthatwhenpeoplearein closeproximity to eachother,thelevelsof
exposureto secondhandsmokecanbecomparableto secondhandsmokelevelsmeasuredwithin
enclosedspaces.2 Prohibitingsmokingatbusstopsorpublic transitwaiting areasis agrowingtrend.
277 municipalitiesin 33 stateshavethesepolicies,andwewould like to seethe City & Countyof
Honoluluaddedto the list.3

TheCoalitionstronglysupportsthis effort in orderto protectthehealthof all peoplein public spaces.
We look forwardto working with ourcity andstategovernmentalagencies,includingTheBus,the
DepartmentofHealth,theHonoluluPoliceDepartment,andanyotherstakeholders,to ensurea
successfulimplementationofthisnewpolicy.

Thankyou for theopportunityto testify.

AnnieHollis, MSW, PublicHealthPolicy & AdvocacyDirector
Coalitionfor aTobacco-FreeHawai’i
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